About Us
Frontline Africa Advisory is a level 1 BBB-EE strategic advisory firm
that specialises in Public Policy and Regulatory Affairs, Government
Relations, Political Risk and Research, Political Communication and
Community Engagement. We assist private companies and entities to
understand and build meaningful relationships with critical
stakeholders, as well as to engage meaningfully with the public policy
making process.
Our political risk advisory is based on first-hand engagements with
political role players. It is founded on a deep understanding of South
Africa’s political, social and economic dynamics. Our background as
practitioners of public policy gained from years of working in the
public sector gives us a ‘coalface’ understanding of policy making
processes and we use this experience to inform our advice to clients
and to craft engagement strategies that reflect the complex dynamics
involved in policy making in a complex country such as South Africa.
We pride ourselves on our ability to deliver client-oriented solutions
that aim to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes.
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Our Value Proposition

Strong Background In
Research And Analysis

Experience In Political
Risk Advisory

Understanding Of
Public Policy Space
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Access To Key Policy And
Regulatory Developers

Government-wide Political
And Bureaucratic Network

Knowledge Of Political
Party Processes

Wide Intel Network

Our Services
PUBLIC POLICY &
REGULATORY AFFAIRS
We have a solid understanding of
policy making processes. We use
this understanding to anticipate
policy developments and advise
our clients accordingly. We gather
insights from across the policy
spectrum, including government,
parliament,
political
parties,
private
sector
and
non
governmental organisations. We
aim to bridge the gap between
different stakeholders in the
policy making process.
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

POLITICAL RISK & RESEARCH

Government relations sits at the
heart of any public affairs strategy.
Our solid understanding of the
policy making process has enabled
us to map and build relations with
technocrats, who are at the
coalface of policy making. We assist
companies in building relations
beyond politicians, who in most
occasions do not have guarantee of
staying in one portfolio for the
duration of a government term.
Our government relations strategy
focuses on departmental officials,
who are responsible for the day to
day policy engagements and
development.

In South Africa, Political Risk is a
feature of doing business across the
globe. Businesses that do not have
their pulse on developing threats
are likely to find themselves
overtaken by events and unable to
interpret the environment and
related developments optimally.
We pride ourselves in our ability to
track
political
developments,
analyse risks they pose to
businesses and advise on mitigation
response plans. We use insights
gained from direct interaction with
political players to build a clear
picture of future developments in a
manner that allows for long term
decision making.

Our Services
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Community
Engagement
is
a
fundamental pillar of any policy
engagement and sustainability plan. No
public policy strategy is complete
without embedding clear community
participation. We assist companies to
engage communities and as well as
facilitate participation by affected
communities in the policy development
process. Our experience is that
companies that proactively engage
communities in which they are already
or planning on operating in, are often
able to cultivate synergies and
alignment of interests based on a clear
definition of compatible objectives.
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POLITICAL COMMUNICATION
Frontline Africa Advisory believes in
broad based democratic policy
making. We effectively use various
(relevant)
platforms
to
create
awareness and reach of key political
stakeholders that are critical to
achieving client’s objectives i.e policy
formulation players.
The media and social media are a
critical lever for the dissemination of
key messaging and creating policy
resonance. We make use of our broad
media contacts and social media
presence to assist clients with
creating awareness to the broader
South African public about their broad
policy positions.

Why Us?
We understand
the complexities
of public policy
making

Engagement Approach
We understand the
interface between
politics and policy

Our advice is
designed to create
more winners than
losers

We have a strong
network of
enablers

We engender
trust and
cooperation

We are
passionate
about what we
do
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We are good at
stakeholder mapping,
analysis and
engagement

We assume
nothing and verify
all our
information

Political Analysis

Policy Analysis
and Intelligence
gathering

Stakeholder
categorisation and
alignment

Development of
Policy Inputs

Coalition Building
and Stakeholder
Coordination

Stakeholder
Engagement

Stakeholder
Mapping and
Analysis

Engagement
Strategy
Development

Monitoring and
Review

Our Team
Our team is vastly experienced in dealing with highly complex
regulatory matters and years of experience of working in the public
sector has put us in a position to understand intimately unique client
requirements. This knowledge is used to customize tailored solutions
that support the achievement of business imperatives. We are
exceptionally positioned to understand not only the needs of the
client, but to mould engagement strategies geared to support
governments in the achievement of their strategic objectives.
Our understanding of both the public and private sectors allows us to
create client specific solutions that not only solve immediate
challenges, but also foster long term sustainable relationships built
around institutionalized frameworks, and deeper understanding of
stakeholders’ respective strategic priorities.
Our strong focus on creating value for all stakeholders gives us the
ability to shift perceptions and set the conditions for mutually
beneficial conversations.
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The Team

THEMBINKOSI GCOYI
MANAGING DIRECTOR

CALVIN MATLOU
PUBLIC POLICY AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS MANAGER

Thembinkosi served as the Economic Counsellor at the Embassy of the Republic of South
Africa to the People’s Republic of China from 2010 to 2014. He took up the role after
spending four years in various roles in the Department of International Relations and
Cooperation from 2006 to 2010. Thembinkosi is a specialist stakeholder management and
public affairs professional with a first-hand experience of South Africa’s governance
architecture.

Calvin holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of the Witswatersrand, as well
as an Honours degree in International Politics from the University of Johannesburg. He
previously served in the government of South Africa in the International Trade and Economic
Development space for close to 8 years. During that time, he participated in negotiations of
Bilateral Agreements, resolving of non-tariff barriers and implementation of South Africa’s
trade policy.

His value proposition is understanding policy making processes, institutional mechanisms and
centres of influence within and outside government.

He has amassed experience in people centred policy development, understanding of policy
making processes. He has worked on numerous projects over the years that have gained him
experience in stakeholder engagement and management in the government, private,
government and civic society

He completed a Master of Arts Degree in International Relations from Rhodes University in
December 2005 with a dissertation titled “South Africa’s Quiet Diplomacy Towards Zimbabwe:
The Dilemmas of an Emerging Middle Power”
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The Team

ZAMOKWAKHE SOMHLABA
POLITICAL RISK ADVISORY AND RESEARCH MANAGER

PEARL MNCUBE
SENIOR STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS CONSULTANT

Zamokwakhe has immense experience in leading various stakeholder processes, including
being a member of the country team for South Africa’s implementation of the African Peer
Review Mechanism. He served as a Speech Writer for successive Ministers of Public Service
and Administration, and later the Head of Open Government Partnership in the Office of the
Deputy Minister in the same Department. Zamokwakhe has also worked in research
institutions, including the Institute for Security Studies, the Africa Institute of South Africa, as
well as the Public Service Accountability Monitor.

Pearl is a researcher and writer with a keen interest in local political and economic issues. At
Frontline Africa Advisory, she is involved in the tracking of government legislation, analysing
of political and economic developments and stakeholder engagement. As a writer, she has
regularly produced opinion pieces for Frontline Africa Advisory platforms and external online
publications, covering topics such as government policies, local elections, legislation, and
party politics.

He holds a Master of Arts Degree in International Studies (with particular focus on African
Political Economy) and numerous other business management certificates.

She has previously worked as a research assistant under the SARCHI Chair in Higher Education
and Development at the University of the Free State. There, her contribution aided in
analysing of the role of Higher Education in human development.
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Pearl holds a Bachelor of Arts Honours Degree in Political Science, with a focus on political
dynamics. Her research focused on the link between social media and protest action.

The Team

SISEKO MAPOSA
STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS AND RESEARCH OFFICER

LINDA BUSUKU
STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS OFFICER

Siseko Maposa is the Public Policy and Stakeholder Relations Officer at Frontline Africa
Advisory. He has worked in the private, public and civil society sectors of South Africa,
rendering his services in research and analysis, data insights, policy advisory, project
coordination, communications and stakeholder relations management. Siseko holds a
master’s degree in International Relations from the University of Cape Town. He has
special interests in political-economy, governance, economic development,
international affairs, and foreign policy.

Linda holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Cape Town as well as a Certificate
for Breaking Barriers to Entry into the Public Service. He previously worked as a human
resourceintern at the Department of Education.
Linda is responsible for conducting research, monitoring and reporting on legislative
developments, stakeholder relations, writing articles and providing risk support.
Linda is passionate about African political economy and the intersection between stable
institutions and sustainable democratic governance. He is a keen observer of African Union
institution building processes in conflict zones across the continent, including South Sudan,
and Ethiopia (Tigray Region).
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The Team

LELONA MXESIBE
PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCHER
Lelona is a researcher and policy analyst with an interest in
intergovernmental and global politics. She holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree and a postgraduate Honours degree in Law and
Political Sciences, both from Rhodes University.
She has experience working with civil society organisations as a
budget analyst and policy researcher. She has also worked with
various stakeholder coalitions, both in the private and public
sectors managing community engagement and civic education
projects. With an acute interest in writing, her work has been
published in accredited international journals, articles and
analytical reports.
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KEABETSWE KGANTICOE
STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS OFFICER

THANDO NKOSI
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

Keabetswe is a three-time graduate from the North West
University (Potchefstroom) and the University of Pretoria. She
holds a Master’s Degree in Security Studies, a BA Honours
Degree in International Relations and a BA Degree in
Development and Management where she majored in Public
Governance, Politics with Law Subjects.

Thando Nkosi holds a certificate in Marketing Management
from South West Gauteng College. Thando is currently studying
Bachelor of Commerce in Marketing Management with the
University of South Africa. She previously worked as a Intern
responsible for office support.

At Frontline Africa Advisory, she is responsible for conducting
research; monitoring and reporting on Political, Economical and
Legislative developments; and writing articles.

She is responsible for Frontline Africa Advisory’s marketing
support, administration, business development support and
social media coordination.

The Team
Ambassador Rakwena served as the Chief Director for Latin America and the Caribbean in the then Department of Foreign
Affairs. In 2005 he was at the helm of organising the Africa –South Africa – Caribbean African Diaspora Conference. He was
also responsible for organising the AU’s Global African Diaspora Heads of States Summit.
Ambassador Rakwena also served as a trade unionist during the liberation struggle, was an executive committee member of
the Azanian Peoples Organisation (Azapo). Member of the organising committee of the Conference for a Democratic Future
(CDF), which was responsible for the Harare Declaration. Committee member of the National Repatriation Committee
(NCR), bringing back the then exiled South Africans at the commencement of negotiations to resolve the political impasse.

AMBASSADOR MBULELO RAKWENA
ADVISOR AND RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
Ambassador Rakwena was appointed by former President Mandela as South Africa’s
first black High Commissioner to Mauritius in 1998. Following his short, but
successful tour of duty, he was subsequently appointed ambassador to the Federal
Republic of Brazil, where he helped in the establishment of IBSA, grew tourism
flows to a strategic market classification and increased trade from a $200 million
mark to a $1 billion dollar volume upon his departure. He served for almost six years.
During his tour of duty, tourism increased many folds and trade jumped from US
$200 million to more than a US4 billion.
Prior to his appointment to Mauritius he served as a Trustee in the Nelson Mandela
Children’s Fund.
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Ambassador Rakwena participated in the precursor round table discussions on constitutional making process in Geneva,
including conferences and strategic caucuses of the lifting of the international embargo against apartheid South Africa and
reinvestment strategies into South Africa.
Ambassador Rakwena serves on several boards, including in Sublime Technologies, a Brazilian silica carbide company. He
also serves in the Audit committee of the same company. He also serves as Executive chairman of Ryncor Auctioneers Pty
Ltd.
He sits in the Executive Committee of the Association of Former South African Ambassadors (ASAFA). He is the Chairperson
of the Coordination Committee of the National Liberate Heritage Institute, a Research Institute set up by the former
Speaker of National Assembly and Deputy President of South Africa, Ms Baleka Mbete.
Ambassador Rakwena studied theology and later law. He has also completed numerous courses in Labour Studies as well as
International Relations. He is a visiting lecturer at the DIRCO Diplomatic Academy, with particular emphasis on the African
Diaspora Dialogue.
He takes pleasure in writing and commentating on global political economy and writes poetry. He is also a keen Inspirational
Speaker and Motivator

Contact us
Contact us on the following details:

Building B, 5th Floor
Loftus Park, Kirkness Street,
Arcadia, Pretoria
0001
Phone: 010 591 5066
Email: info@frontlineafrica.co.za

